
Collaborative
Law – Why?



ARFLP Rule 67.1
• Must sign a Collaborative Law Participation Agreement (also called a

Collaborative Commitment Agreement or CCA).
• Each spouse must be represented by a collaborative lawyer.
• Collaborative process can be terminated by either spouse by giving written

notice or initiates litigation.
• If process is terminated, a collaborative lawyer is disqualified from

representing a party in a litigated action (limited exception for emergency).
• Must give court notice of participation in collaborative process.
• Standards of Professional Responsibility and mandatory reporting apply.
• Lawyer must screen to determine if collaborative process is appropriate.

Cases with DV are not automatically excluded.
• Collaborative law communications are confidential, privileged, not subject

to discovery, not admissible in evidence (with some limits/exceptions).



Collaborative
Divorce



Collaborative Law vs. Litigation

Litigation: You vs. Me
• Someone wins, someone

loses
• Marital, business or

personal estate is divided
• Attorneys are the

beneficiaries of most
people’s estate plans

• Conducted based on Court
Rules

• Conflict-based

Collaborative Law: You and Me
• Both people win
• Marital, business or

personal estate is
reorganized, redistributed

• Attorneys’ fees are paid as a
requirement of the process

• Conducted based on what
the family, business or
person actually needs.

• Resolution-based.





Professional Roles



Attorneys

Attorneys work collaboratively not to win, but to
achieve settlement



Financial Neutral



Role of Financial Neutral



Qualifications for Financial Neutral

Neutral  Financial  Professional Qualifications
● Trained  in  Collaborative  Divorce
●Certified  Divorce  Financial  Analyst (CDFA)
● Certified  Financial  Planner (CFP)
● Trained in Mediation
● Experienced in Collaborative process



Coach / Communication
Specialist



Coach / Communication
Specialist Role



Qualifications for Communication Specialist / Coach

• Trained in Collaborative Divorce
• May be trained in Mediation
• Experience with Collaborative Process / Collaborative

Divorce
• May be a licensed psychologist or a licensed therapist.



Role of Child Specialist



Other Potential Experts



Lawsuits Your Clients May Be Involved In:
1. Divorce
2. Child Custody
3. Legal Decision-Making or Parenting Time
4. Child Support
5. Relocation of a Child (or with a Child)
6. Adoption or Termination of Parental Rights
7. Will or Trust Contest
8. Guardianship of a Loved One
9. Conservatorship of a Loved One
10. Probate Court
11. Business Litigation
12. Drafting an Estate Plan In a Conflict
13. Civil Litigation

Collaborative Process may be an option for your clients.

Collaborative Law is not
Just for Divorce


